









































































































































senior member of al-Qaida, and other members began to
provide military training to Somali tribes for the purpose
of fighting the United Nations forces.

On 3 and 4 October 1993 operatives of al-Qaida partic-
ipated in the attack on U.S. military personnel serving in
Somalia as part of the operation ‘Restore Hope’. Eighteen
U.S. military personnel and an estimated 500 Somalis
were killed in the attack.

From 1993 members of al-Qaida began to live in Nairobi
and set up businesses there, including Asma Ltd., and
Tanzanite King. They were regularly visited there by senior
members of al-Qaida, in particular by Atef and Abu Ubadiah
al Banshiri. Beginning in the latter part of 1993, members of
al-Qaida in Kenya began to discuss the possibility of attack-
ing the U.S. Embassy in Nairobi in retaliation for U.S. par-
ticipation in Operation Restore Hope in Somalia.

Ali Mohamed, a U.S. citizen and admitted member of
al-Qaida, surveyed the U.S. Embassy as a possible target
for a terrorist attack. He took photographs and made
sketches, which he presented to Osama bin Laden while
bin Laden was in Sudan. He also admitted that he had
trained terrorists for al-Qaida in Afghanistan in the early
1990s, and that those whom he trained included many
involved in the East African bombings in August 1998.

In June or July 1998, two al-Qaida operatives, Fahid .

Mohammed Ali Msalam and Sheik Ahmed Salim Swedan,
purchased a Toyota truck and made various alterations. In
early August 1998, operatives of al-Qaida gathered Nairobi
to execute the bombing of the U.S. Embassy.

On 7 August 1998, Assam, a Saudi national and al-
Qaida operative, drove the truck to the U.S. embassy, with
a large bomb in the back. Also in the truck was Mohamed
Rashed Daoud Al *Owali, another Saudi. (He, by his own
confession, was an al-Qaida operative, who from about
1996 had been trained in al-Qaida camps in Afghanistan
in explosives, hijacking, kidnapping, assassination and
intelligence techniques. With Osama bin Laden’s express
permission, he fought alongside the Taliban in
Afghanistan. He had met Osama bin Laden personally in
1996 and asked for another “mission.” Osama bin Laden
sent him to East Africa after extensive specialized train-
ing at camps in Afghanistan. )

As the truck approached the Embassy, Al 'Owali got out
and threw a stun grenade at a security guard. Assam drove
the truck up to the rear of the embassy. He got out and
then detonated the bomb, which demolished a multi-story
secretarial college and severely damaged the U.S. embassy,
and the Co-operative bank building. The bomb killed 213
people, including Assam, and injured 4500.

Al "Owali expected the mission to end in his death, he
had been willing to die for al-Qaida, but at the last minute
he ran away from the bomb truck and survived. He had no
money, passport or plan to escape after the mission. After a
few days, he called a number in Yemen to have money trans-
ferred to him in Kenya. The number he rang in Yemen was
contacted by Osama bin Laden’s phone on the same day.

Another person arrested in connection with the Nairobi
bombing was Mohamed Sadeek Odeh. He admitted to his
involvement. He identified the principal participants in
the bombing. He named three other persons, all of whom
were al-Qaida or Egyptian Islamic Jihad members.

In Dar es Salaam the same day, at about the same time,

operatives of al-Qaida detonated a bomb at the U.S.
embassy, killing 11. The al-Qaida operatives involved
included Mustafa Mohamed Fadhil and Khaflan Khamis
Mohamed. The bomb was carried in a Nissan Atlas truck,
which Ahmed Khfaklan Ghailani and Sheikh Ahmed Salim
Swedan, two al-Qaida operatives, had purchased in July
1998, in Dar es Salaam.

When Khaflan Khamis Mohamed was arrested for the
bombing, He admitted membership of al-Qaida, and impli-
cated other members of al-Qaida in the bombing.

On 7 and 8 August 1998, two other members of al-Qaida
disseminated claims of responsibility for the two bombings
by faxing the media in Paris, Doha in Qatar, and Dubai in
the United Arab Emirates. Additional evidence of the
involvement of al-Qaida in the East African bombings came
from a search conducted in London of several residences
and businesses belonging to al-Qaida and Egyptian Islamic
Jihad members. In those searches a number of documents
were found including claims of responsibility for the East
African bombings in the name of a fictitious group, “the

‘Islamic Army for the liberation of the Holy Places.”

Al ’Owali, the would-be suicide bomber, admitted he
was told to make a videotape of himself using the name of
the same fictitious group. The faxed claims of responsibil-
ity were traced to a telephone number, which had been in
contact with Osama bin Laden’s cell phone. The claims dis-
seminated to the press were clearly written by someone
familiar with the conspiracy. They stated that the bombings
had been carried out by two Saudis in Kenya, and one
Egyptian in Dar es Salaam. They were probably sent before
the bombings had even taken place, as they referred to two
Saudis dying in the Nairobi attack. In fact, because Al
’Owali fled at the last minute, only one Saudi died.

On 22 December 1998 Osama bin Laden was asked by
Time magazine whether he was responsible for the August
1998 attacks. He replied: “The International Islamic Jihad
Front for the jihad against the U.S. and Israel has, by the
grace of God, issued a crystal clear fatwa calling on the
Islamic nation to carry on Jihad aimed at liberating the
holy sites. The nation of Mohammed has responded to this
appeal. If instigation for jihad against the Jews and the
Americans ... is considered to be a crime, then let history
be a witness that I am a criminal. Our job is to instigate
and, by the grace of God, we did that, and certain people
responded to this instigation.”

He was asked if he knew the attackers: “... those who
risked their lives to earn the pleasure of God are real men.
They managed to rid the Islamic nation of disgrace. We
hold them in the highest esteem.” And what the U.S. could
expect of him: “... any thief or criminal who enters anoth-
er country to steal should expect to be exposed to murder
at any time ... . The U.S. knows that I have attacked it, by
the grace of God, for more than ten years now ... .

“God knows that we have been pleased by the killing of
American soldiers [in Somalia in 1993]. This was achieved

- by the grace of God and the efforts of the mujahideen ... .

Hostility towards America is a religious duty and we hope
to be rewarded for it by God. I am confident that Muslims
will be able to end the legend of the so-called superpower
that is America.”

In December 1999 a terrorist cell linked to al-Qaida was
discovered trying to carry out attacks inside the United
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to say that planes are not safe, that the
pilots need guns, the media play the
story as an extreme measure.

The media commissars would have
none of it, even if arming pilots was an
appropriate measure that would have
immediately instilled confidence in the
public to fly.

Instead, the media gave a lot of air
time to Patricia Friend, president of the
Association of Flight Attendants. She
told Congress she opposed arming
pilots. Hearing her, 1 was left wonder-
ing if she was awake on Sept. 11. Did
she also think the planes were a place
for box cutters of the type used to slit
the throats of her members?

Then I realized that Patricia Friend
was a PC. robot.

Since her first anti-gun comments,
Friend has modified her position, prob-
ably after her shaken membership sent
her a wake-up call of their own.

By week’s end, Friend was saying that
pilots shouldn’t be allowed to carry guns,
that instead flight attendants should be
armed with “stun guns,” which she
called “the weapon of choice.”

Friend must have thought it outra-
geous and in contravention to all RC.
theology that the pilots (mostly males)
would be armed but the attendants
(mostly female) would not be.

Of course, any sane person realizes
that giving flight attendants any sort of
gun would be like giving it directly to
potential hijackers. Would you want to
fly on an airline that armed the stew-
ardesses with stun guns?

In the wake of Sept. 11, can’t we see
the danger of political correctness and
how it has crippled this great nation?

Aren’t our potential enemies, bigger
than Osama and with weapons capable
of destroying every major city in
America, watching carefully our re-
sponse to Sept. 11? Do you believe our
enemies have been encouraged or dis-
couraged that the government, the
media and the victimized airline stew-
ardesses don't want to arm pilots even
alter living through Sept. 11?

If you dig a bit deeper, you will real-
ize how PC.-thinking and its commis-
sars got us into the mess of Sept. 11
and what troubles lie ahead.

America must break its PC. chains
soon to ensure that the barbarians don’t
destroy us.

Reprinted with permission of news-
max.com. R
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(including about 40 combat aircraft
and an assortment of transport planes
and helicopters) are under Taliban con-
trol. The Taliban “air force” amounts
to only about 20 aging Soviet Su-20
and Su-22 Fitter ground-attack aircraft
(the unsophisticated export models of
the Su-17 Fitter-D fighter-bomber)
although it's reported that only four are
operational; maybe five to 10 MiG-21
Fishbed fighters, and a few Mi-35
Hind-D attack helicopters.

They may also have operational
MiG-23 and MiG-27 Floggers, and Su-
25 Frogfoot swing-wing fighter-
bombers. They also have a number of
Antonov transport planes which could
be used a bombers. The Taliban have
also converted a few 1I-39 trainer air-
craft to bombers. Their aircraft are
based in Kabul, Kandahar, Shindand,
Herat, and Mazar-e Sharif. Most of the
planes have outlived their operational
age, and many are not technically safe
to fly. Many of the aircraft may not be
operational or sustainable for more
than limited air combat operations.

Given the lackluster performance of
the better-trained and -equipped Iraqi
Air Force against Coalition air assets
during the Gulf War, it's even doubtful
they would send up their 20-30 Mig-21
and Su-22 fighters against Western air
forces. The only military jet aircraft 1
saw in Afghanistan were at the Kabul
airfield, which has now been bombed.

The Taliban may have as few as five
Mi-24 Hind attack helicopters, but this
is a versatile airborne weapons plat-
form: It mounts an undernose 12.7mm
machinegun, 57mm rocket pods which
can use HE, White Phosphorus, and
incendiary munitions. The Mi-24 can
also deploy CBUs (cluster bomb units)
or minelet pods. The number of these
left behind by the Soviets is thought to
be minimal. A small number (estimated
six) of Mi-8/Mi-17 Hip series transport
helicopters exists. Three helicopters
that recently flew into Pakistan were
seized by the Pakistani military.

Defending Alghanistan on the
ground will be the ZSU 23-4, an anti-
aircraft weapon mounting four 23mm
cannons and a “Gun Dish” radar for
fire control. The radars are probably
not operational. The Taliban also
have what appear to be ZPU 14-1s anti-
aircraft cannon.

Their SAM-2 Dvina and SAM-3
Pechura antiaircraft missiles are long
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obsolete. However, the Taliban inherit-
ed at least 100 U.S. Stinger light
ground-to-air missiles dating from the
1980s, from the mujahideen.
Serviceability may be an issue as well
as training. Quantities of a similar,
though less sophisticated Soviet sys-
tem, the Grail-7 “Strela” (Arrow) with a
range of 3,700 meters, may also be on
hand and could be purchased readily
on the arms black market. Still, the SA-
7 is of limited use against modern jet
aircraft — in the 1973 Arab-Israeli War
the Egyptians and Syrians fired 5,000
SA-7s and accounted for only 4 Israeli
aircraft shot down and 28 damaged.
Poorly designed and manufactured,
these weapons have a limited shelf life.

The presence of air-defense
weapons, however limited, may very
well keep U.S. fighter-bombers above a
5,000-meter ceiling. The Stingers (it
should be noted that it takes a good
deal of training to turn out a proficient
Stinger operator) and other air-defense
weapons are a serious threat to attack-
and transport-helicopters, both of
which could be expected to be used in
conjunction with what might only be a
limited ground campaign carried out by
special operations units.

Using ground-to-air missiles the
mujahideen inflicted a heavy toll on
Soviet helicopter gunships, but mostly.
in daytime attacks.

The Taliban have Soviet surlace-to-
surface rockets left over from the
1980s. The Taliban wild card is their
20, or so, Scud and Frog surface-to-sur-
face missiles. SS-1¢/Scud-B ground-to-
ground missiles have a range of 280-300
kilometers and Frog-7 Luna missiles
with a range of 70 kilometers. While the
Taliban is known to have several Scud
launchers there are only about 20 pro-
jectiles in Afghanistan. These heavy
weapons were left behind by the retreat-
ing Soviet units or belonged to former
DRA Army units. Their crews are most-
ly ex-Afghan Army specialists trained in
former Afghan Army missile units
under Russian supervision. In theory,
the Taliban can use these missiles to
strike targets in surrounding countries,
especially Pakistan and Tajikistan.

SOF Chief Foreign Correspondent
Rob Krott, a former U.S. Army officer,
has made two trips into Afghanistan. He
has written extensively on Afghan de-
mining operations and “observed”
Taliban fighters in combat near Bagram
in 1998. R
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